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The legislature of the State of New York recently appropriated
$90,000 for a poultry building at Cornell University and a 50-acre

tract has been set apart for poultry work on the Uni-
Comell Poultry
Building versity Farm. The poultry division of the College

of Agriculture of New York has a corps of nine
technical people. Prof. J. E. Rice, the head of this division, is to
be congratulated.

To most people the hen seems an unimportant part of American
agriculture. They do not seem to be aware that our poultry, with a
product of nearly $700,000,000 annually, stands beside the dairy,
wheat, and cotton as one of our great interests. These aggregate
figures show its real significance from an economic point of view.
The fact that this business is divided into so many small units on the
family farms of.the country results in its receiving little concentrated
attention. This makes it all the more Jiecessary that the science and
practice of the feeding, breeding, and management of poultry be
wrought out by public departments and experiment stations. Leaders
in poultry departments in our State colleges and agricultural high
schools need no longer be backward in assuming the importance of
the needed public work in the interests of poultry. The achievements
in education and research with poultry at the Rhode Island, New
York, Maine, and other experiment stations show that public money
spent under wise direction will enable our agricultural colleges and
experiment stations to assist most profitably in the production of
poultry.

The death of James L. Reid, of East Lynn, Taswell County,
Illinois, which occurred recently, has removed a highly useful man,

one whose services were rendered in the simple,
Jamea L. Held, . ,. , . , ,
Br ed f 0 m. P a t ' e n t wa>' peculiar to so many noble characters who,

having found their work, pursue it singlemindedly,
quietly, and perseveringly. Mr. Reid took up the improvement of
corn in 1846, a time when the word plant breeder was not used as
frequently as now, nor with the same peculiar significance. Mr. Reid
had devoted his lifetime to the creation of the variety of yellow corn
which now bears his name. He gave the world a fixed, prepotent,
and characteristic variety of yellow corn. The value of his service
cannot well be computed in exact sums of money, but that farming in
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